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As a true artwork, In the Realm of the Senses / seems less like a movie than like a living, breathing
ritual. Fourteen years after the film was made, Oshimas statement about the conception of the film
is itself quite extraordinary: How could I have written such good dialogue, he asked, if I hadnt
known personally what the actors were going through? Yet when you watch the film, you dont
notice any dialogue at all; the entire experience is a sensory feast that pulses with the desire,
despair and passion of its characters, a musical tragedy set to a score of sensuous colors. At its
very heart is the relationship between the center of the film, Satomi Kobayashi, and her lover, the
Tsutsui-family physician Ikuma (Tatsuya Fuji). Iwata Isao plays the latter, a man obsessed with the
woman who realizes that he loves her so much that he is willing to die for her. Kurosawa Akira is
there as an old man, and Fushimi Kunio is the tragic Tsutsui, Akitaka, who is permanently caught
between his knowledge of the woman and of his own guilt as a doctor. Oshima said that there were
things in the film that were beyond his control, but that he had tried to include them in the scenario
as best he could. Elsewhere he was pleased with the work of the actors, but Kobayashi, in
particular, really was his heroine, and Im never sure that any film has ever made me feel as much
as I did this one. In the years that followed, even if I accepted the censorship of the film in France
and Germany, I could never again sit through it the way I had sat through "Rashomon," and Im
never sure that any film has ever made me feel as much as I did this one. In the years that
followed, even if I accepted the censorship of the film in France and Germany, I could never again
sit through it the way I had sat through "Rashomon," and Im never sure that any film has ever
made me feel as much as I did this one.
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my first impression of in the realm of the senses is that it is an overlong, overproduced, and
overrated film. the most important thing about it is that it is the first true erotic film of the new

wave, and it is a landmark piece of filmmaking. another essential component of this landmark film
is that it is a must-see for every student of cinema. with this dvd release by criterion, the film has

never looked better. the colors are better than ever, and the beautiful negative is more visible than
in the past. the quality of the restoration is admirable, but the color timing, which is naturalistic, is
not as sharp as it is in the cinerama version. it has been restored in a naturalistic, black and white,
frameless aspect ratio, with a full-frame audio transfer. this is a wonderful release from criterion,
and it is my first pick. in the realm of the senses is a stunning film, the best example of the new
wave of erotic films. criterion has provided this stunning masterpiece with a superb restoration,

which is more than i expected. the extras are a bit sparse but are worth seeking out. they are the
best on this blu-ray release. overall, a must-have for any fan of the genre. so yes, in the realm of
the senses is shocking, a fascinating and often disturbing look at japan, and a major classic. just

don't expect it to be one, and respect the right of all to enjoy it and decide for themselves what it
says and what it doesnt. in the realm of the senses is a film that is groundbreaking in its

presentation of sex, for its cinematic style, and for its frank portrayal of homosexual relations. the
film is set in the summer of 1966, and following the death of his younger sister, akira finds himself
in a mental institution. he meets and falls in love with a fellow patient, a young man called yûko.

the two engage in a series of sexual encounters, that culminate in the two males engaging in a love-
making ritual, while the rest of the film plays out in the patient rooms and corridors of the

institution. 5ec8ef588b
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