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The Kumbh Mela, attended by some 70 million pilgrims every twelve years, is one of the largest religious gatherings in the world. This year’s event is being celebrated from January. During the 36-day festival, lakhs of people perform different types of rituals such as bathing in sacred waters, giving oblations to holy river Ganges and offer prayers. Every day huge number of fresh flowers, fruits, herbs, sweets and
other treats are offered to the kalyans (holy men) in the hope of a good omen for the year ahead. Every year, devotees attempt to follow the rules strictly. For instance, they do not bathe in the Ganges after 12 am and they abstain from eating meat. They only perform their rituals at the banks of the river. Temple priests and volunteers have kept strict vigil throughout the day to ensure that devotees do not break these
rules. Everyone is welcome at the Kumbh Mela, irrespective of their caste or religion, which makes it an ideal place for meetings and friendships. Men and women should not wear anything that shows their undergarments, and devotees have to observe strict regulations. The Kumbh Mela is a great place to celebrate the coming of Spring, as the festival is celebrated in the early part of the year when the temperature
is pleasant and the flowers are beautiful. Devotees are likely to celebrate Easter in their own style too. Although the festival is marked by large crowds, the roads are surprisingly empty during the nights and some of the holy places like the dargah of Hariharan Pillai (the courtesan saint) are completely deserted. A total of 24 ghat stations have been set up by the authorities to make it easy for pilgrims to reach the
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