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catecholamine abnormalities in chronic idiopathic and secondary low-renin hypertension: evidence
for an intrinsic factor for essential hypertension. A raised plasma norepinephrine level in essential

hypertensive patients is well established, but there are conflicting reports regarding the presence of
peripheral or central catecholamine abnormalities in chronic hypertension. Low-renin hypertension is
a distinctive form of idiopathic hypertension with pathophysiological features different from those of

essential hypertension. The authors compared norepinephrine concentration and sensitivity in
essential hypertensives with those in patients with low-renin hypertension and controls. Plasma

norepinephrine concentration and sensitivity were evaluated in the hypertensive patients after beta-
adrenergic blockade and in normotensive subjects. Twenty-three patients with essential

hypertension, nine patients with low-renin hypertension and seven control subjects were studied.
The plasma norepinephrine concentration was significantly higher in essential hypertensives

compared with normot
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