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Hundreds of thousands of dollars in price tags have been attached to run-down York Region communities since a planner called three years ago for a general rezoning of the entire region. A call for proposals (CFRs) document was first announced by the Planning Services Branch in June 2012. Later, the regional Ministry of Transportation (MTO) added its own
amendments to the document, and in February 2014 the YRP called for interest in purchasing the land. Now, any community wanting to help renovate neglected community assets could be paying up to $200,000, but no one knows for sure which communities will get the big cash purse, or how much. Any improvements may not match the grandiose proposals the
YRP had to offer. "In our bid, we were confident we could come up with a really good, high-quality proposal with money to spare to do some major capital projects. It ended up not working that way," said Ted Leavens, the YRP's director of planning. "Those sorts of capital improvements are hard for any community, but they're even harder for a region that does most
of its road work at the provincial level." The YRP is ready to distribute the seed money. Any community would have to prove to the YRP that it is ready to begin work. "If there is a very substantial interest in a single area, then the YRP will work together as communities and develop a proposal," said Leavens. While the YRP is able to plan and implement projects, a
member from each community, regardless of size, must submit a proposal to the
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