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Hazardous materials removal Hazardous materials are any materials or substances that may be dangerous or toxic if they
come into contact with human beings, animals, or plants, the environment, or their products and that can cause problems
if not handled properly. Hazardous materials include substances that can cause serious or fatal poisoning if the right
precautions are not taken, including chemical and biological agents, poisons, radioactive and explosive materials, and
medical gases. In the United States, hazardous materials are regulated by the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration (OSHA) and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). In Canada, the Public Health Agency of
Canada regulates hazardous materials. As a general rule, most materials can be classified as non-hazardous, but some
materials are found to have some potential to be dangerous. They are classified as hazardous, if being transported by road,
rail or pipeline, because of the potential damage these potential dangers may cause. For example, a railway tank car can
be filled with ethanol and can have an accident, spilling the ethanol. Ethanol has a low flash point, so it could cause fire. It
can also explode from the heat. A non-hazardous material is one that does not cause damage or destruction as long as it is
handled safely and properly. The following list of hazardous materials is not all-inclusive. It is neither complete nor
cumulative. Consequently, it is neither exhaustive nor exclusive. It should be of assistance, but hazards that are not listed
may still exist. Of particular note, the use of munitions requires special equipment and procedures. Explosions of
munitions can generate extremely dangerous conditions. Highly-hazardous and toxic gases can result from the use of
explosives. Health and safety requirements for hazardous materials vary from country to country. For example, China
restricts the handling of sodium cyanide due to its potential use in medicine. The United States EPA restricts the use of
certain fuels because of their potential for producing harmful air emissions. Since the beginning of the 21st century,
various diseases have been linked to hazardous materials. Health issues which have been associated with hazardous
materials include asthma, cancer, carbon monoxide poisoning, eye disorders, skin lesions, and birth defects. The ability of
a hazardous material to be used in certain procedures is regulated by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA). Federal, state, and local authorities are responsible for enforcing the regulations that are set by OSHA.
Hazardous materials are
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